
OFFCE OF 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

AUG 2 1 2003 

Donald Peterson 
Vice President 
D.A. Peterson, Inc. 
393 Smyth Avenue, N.E. 
Post Office Box 2356 
Alliance, Ohio 44601 

Re: Request for Review of Fee Category for WDPN-AM 
Fiscal Year 2002 Regulatory Fee 
Fee Control No. 0209238835088010 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

This is in response to your request dated September 16,2002, filed on behalf of WDPN- 
AM, for us to review the regulatory fees for FY 2002 for WDPN-AM and to refund a 
portion of your fee. You allege that the population the Commission used for determining 
WDPN’s regulatory fee is too high. You state that the population of WDPN-AM’s city, 

under 50,000 persons. You indicate that this is your broadcast marketing area. You state 
further that the station is a Class B AM and should be in the 0224 category with a fee of 
$725.00, rather than the 0226 category with a fee of $1,575.00 as listed in the 
Commission’s Public Notice, FY 2002 Media Services Regulatory Fees, Attachment J at 
109, released, Aug. 7,2002. 

As you requested, we have reviewed the regulatory fee for WPDN-AM. Your assertions 
regarding the population of Alliance, Ohio may be correct. However, the population 
count for radio stations is not derived merely by a census of the surrounding community, 
but &om a formula that incorporates various indices such as power, tower size, class size 
and other technical attributes, See Assessment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for 
Fiscal Year 2002, Report and Order, 17 FCC Rcd 13,203, 13,213,730 (2002) (Report 
and Order). Because a station’s radio signal likely reaches beyond the borders of its city 
of origin or its zip code, in accordance with the Commission’s instructions, the 
populations for the radio stations are mathematically calculated for the population reach 
of each station’s signal using a methodology taking into account specifically identified 
technical factors. See Report and Order, Attachment H ,  “Factors, measurements and 
calculations that go into determining station signal contours and associated population 
coverages”). 

Alliance, Ohio, is less that 23,000 and that the population of the 44601 zip code is just * ,  



Donald Peterson, Vice President 2. 

According to Dataworld, the source for the population calculbtions the Commission uses, 
WDPN-AM’s signal reach encompasses a populationof 249,497, with a fee code of 0226 
and a regulatory fee of $1,575.00. See Public Notice, Attachment J at 109. Accordingly, 
you have paid the proper fee for WDN-AM and therefore are not entitled to a refund. 
Should you be able to provide a letter verifying a different population from the supplier 
of that population calculation, the Commission will refund the fee amount overpaid. 
Similarly, if it is determined that the population calculation and related fee for the station 
has been understated, and the Commission obtains verification of the correct population 
calculation from the supplier of the population calculation, the Commission will bill the 
licensee for the difference in fees that should have been paid. See Report and Order at 
13213,730. 

If you have any questions concerning this matter please contact the Revenue and 
Receivables Operations Group at (202) 418-1995. 

Sincerely, 

@Mark A. Reger 
Chief Financial Officer 



September 1 6 ,  2002 

Office of the Managing Director 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. Room 1-A625 
Washington, D. C.  20554 
Attn: Regulatory Fee Reduction Request 

Dear Sirs: 

We request the fee for WDPN-AM be reviewed. The population of our city of 
license, Alliance, Ohio is less than 23,000. 
code is just under 50,000 persons, and this is our broadcast marketing area. 

The station is a Class B AM and should be in the 0224 category w i t h  a fee of 
$725.00. Your attention to this matter, and a refund of a portion of our fee 
would be appreciated. 

The population of the 44601 zip 

Cordially, 

j&ucQ4%?&4 
Donald A .  Peterson, Jr. 
Vice-president 
D.A. Peterson, Inc. 

WDPN FRM#0003-7'110-78 

enc . 
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Construction Permit for New FM Station 

Note that an AM station licensee will be assessed $10 for each broadcast auxiliary license it holds. 
Holders of construction permits (Cps) for new AM stations for which a license to cover the CP had not 
been granted as of October 1,2001, will be assessed a $370 fee for each permit held. regardless of station 
class or population served. A commercial FM station licensee will be assessed $10 for each broadcat 
auxiliary license it holds. Holders of construction permits (CPs) for new FM stations for which a license 
to cover the CP had not been granted as of October 1,2001, will be assessed a $1,500 fee for each permit 
held, regardless of station class or population served. 

WHO MUST PAY: Licensees of commercial VHF and commercial UHF televisior, stations and holden of 
construction permits for new stations whose license or permit was granted on or before October 1,2001. 
Commercial television station licensees who also hold auxiliary broadcast service licenses operated in 
conjunction with the main TV station (e.g., remote pickup stations, intercity relay stations) will also be 
assessed a regulatory fee for each of these stations. Government entities are not required to pay regulatory 
fees and should not submit payment. Non-profit entities may also be exempt. The Commission requires thut 
each exempl entity submit, or have onfrrc with the Commission, a valid IRS Determination Letter 
documenting its nonprofit status or certification from a governmental authority attesting to its exempt status. 

.. 

FEE REQUIREMENT: Fees are assessed commercial television stations licensees based upon the size of the 
Nielsen Designated Market Area (DMA) as listed in the 2002 Edition of the, Television & Cable 
Factbook,'.Stations Volume No. 70,2002 Edition, Warren Publishing, Inc. Fees will be assessed as 
follows: 

I 

______~ 

-Markets 1-10: $47,050 0253 

Markets 11-25: $34,700 0254 

I I Commercial VHF Stations: Regulatory Fee Payment Type Code r 
LIIl * 8' 

ir '' : _ .  
. . .  I 

; ?.J" 
~, 

~~~~ ~ ~~~~~ ~~ ~ 

Markets 26-50: $23.625 0255 

Markets 51-100: $ I  5,150 0256 

_. .. ; Remaining Markets: * .  

. .  .? I , Broadcast Auxiliary Statio!! $10 0269 
' ,. -. ~ I 

$3,525 0257 

Construction Permits: 

8 



.. 
should not submit payment. Non-profit entities may also be exempt. The Commission requires 
exempt entity submit. or have onJ1e with the Commission, a ValidlRS Determination Letter docirmcnting its 
nonprofit status or certijcation from a governmental authority uttesting to its exempt status. 

AM Conversion Table: For those licensees of AM radio stations who may be unfamiliar with the Current 
station class designations, we provide the following: 

each 

. 

Old Class New Class 

Class I Class A 
Class I1 & 111 C.-Cl&S B -> 
Class 1I.D & 1I.S V & < D -  
Class I1I.D & 1II.S Class D 
Class IV Class C 

Fee Requirement: Fees are assessed for AM and FM radio station licensees based upon class of station 
and population served. Determination of class is based upon the station's most recent granted license on 
or before October 1,2001. AM and FM radio stations are divided into 36 fee groups. The fee amount 
may be obtained by contacting the FCC's National Call Center at 1-888-225-5322 or through a search of 

is not listed, please contact Roland Helvajian at (202) 418-0444 

Population 1 AM I AM I AM I AM II FM I FM 
Classes Classes 

A,B1 SrC3 B , C , C l &  I c2 

Served Class A Clnss B Class C Class D 

Y _-  

<=20,000 0217 0223 0229 0235 024 I 0247 

'20,001 - 50,000 0218 '' 0224 \ 0230 0236 0242 0248 
$925 \$725 --._ 1 $375 $525 $725 $925 

50,001 - 125,000 0219 0225 023 I 0237 0243 0249 
$975 $525 $775 $975 $ I so0 

$500 $375 ., $275 $325 $375 $500 

0232 I 0238 I 0244 0250 
$800 $950 $1.575 I $2.250 

0233 I 0239 I 0245 I 025 I 
$1.425 $1,700 $2,525 $3.125 

7 
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Payment Transactions Detail Report 
B Y  FEE CONTROL NUMBER 

Date: 11/13/2002 

Fee Control Payor Fco Account Payer Received 

0209238836088010 D A PETERSON INC wPOOOZ8126 0340710873 )9/2012002 000001 

Numbet Name Number TIN Date 

W BOX 2366 . 393 S M Y "  AVENUE NE 

ALLIANCE OH 44601 

Payment Callsign 
Payment Current S q  Type other Applicant Applicant Bad Detail Trans Payment 
Amount Balance Num Code auanw Id Name ZIP Check Amount Code Type 

$3,836.00 $3,836.00 3 OZ6 1 WDPN D A PETERSON INC 448010366 $1,676.00 1 PMT 

$3,836.00 $3.836.00 1 0260 1 WZKL D A~PETERSOKINC U6010366 tZ,ZSO.OO 1 PMT 

$3.836.00 $3.836.00 2 0269 I WZKL D A PETERSON INC 446010366 $10.00 1 PMT 

Total 3 $3.836.00 
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